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FOREWORD

It is an honour and, indeed, my privilege to in-
troduce this handbook as I come to the end of my 
term as Prior General. It is the fruit of a long process 
of discernment, reflection and study carried out by 
the Commission for Justice, Peace and Integrity of 
Creation (JPIC) from 2013 to 2019.

In this process, the members have drawn on the 
documents and work done by previous commissions. 
Firstly, I would like to express my gratitude and per-
sonal appreciation for all that has been achieved in 
this particular area over many decades. A JPIC Com-
mission has been active in the Order for a long num-
ber of years, and we can say with some confidence 
that Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation is now 
a significant issue in most of our Provinces. As such, 
we can see unfolding a particularly Carmelite ap-
proach to this important aspect of the Church’s life. 

I am sure that this handbook will help us as we 
continue to reflect on and discern around the many 
questions being raised in the whole area of Justice, 
Peace and Integrity of Creation. I invite you to use it 
at personal, community and province level. Perhaps, 
it might be good to analyse it in a sort of “transversal 
way” within the Carmelite Family. Such an approach 
would mean that any study from the friars’ point of 
view could be enriched through dialogue with the 
other groups of the Family (nuns, sisters, third or-
der, lay Carmelites from different groups, Carmelite 
schools and so on). 
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Over the years, the members of the JPIC Com-
missions have been drawn from the different groups 
within the Family. This handbook, addressed to the 
whole Carmelite Family, results from the reflections 
and work of those members. I suggest that this 
inclusive approach might be beneficial both to the 
ongoing development of our theoretical reflection 
and to our praxis in the area of JPIC. It is likely that 
different approaches or emphases will emerge from 
this shared reflection.

I also invite you to adapt and deepen the hand-
book in the context of the economic, political and 
social realities of the different geographical areas 
in which the Carmelite Family is present. It is rec-
ognised that there are many common problems and 
the general principles of JPIC could be considered 
universal. However, reflections on concrete problems 
and their practical application have to be carried out 
locally, taking into account the specific circumstanc-
es of each geographical area. In an analogous way, 
we could say that this book has to be enculturated in 
the different realms, cultures and problematics. 

Some contemporary theologians suggest that, in 
our reflection on these matters, we have to take into 
consideration not only the “signs of the times” but 
also the “signs of the place”. For this reason, I hope 
that the translation of this handbook in the official 
languages of the Order, but not only in those lan-
guages, will be available as soon as possible. It has 
to be a “living” document and must develop not only 
by its adaptation in the different geographical areas, 
but also in response to the new “signs of the times”, 
to emerging situations and problems. In this way, we 
will be better informed and ready for the challenges 
which may surface in very dramatic circumstances.

As you can see, the handbook begins with a read-
ing of some examples of the “signs of the times”, us-
ing the well-known statements from the Second Vati-
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can Council (GS 4, UR 4 and PO 9). It then moves on 
to the biblical, spiritual and theological foundations 
of the Catholic approach to the whole area of JPIC. 
The handbook gives particular attention to the key 
documents of the social doctrine of the Church. The 
specifically Carmelite approach to JPIC is then ex-
plained through the more recent documents of the 
Order, our rich spiritual and social tradition, seeking 
the possibility of a Carmelite methodology in the 
area. 

The final chapter, before the conclusions, looks 
to the future: how to develop an ongoing Carmelite 
strategy on JPIC; how JPIC could be expressed in the 
different ministries of the Order; the importance of 
formation as well as the need for information and 
coordination in this whole area. 

I am convinced that this reflection can be very 
useful not only to those who have a particular inter-
est and sensitivity in these matters but also to any 
Carmelite who wants to face our world with compas-
sion, commitment and responsibility. 

I have said many times that our Rule develops a 
sort of economy (the governance, the organisation of 
the house); the Rule creates an ecosystem ( an envi-
ronment in which we can grow and live in allegiance 
to Jesus); our Rule makes an echography (that is, a 
description of the house, the living place, the cells); 
the Rule develops an ecology (the care of the house, 
of the dwelling place, of the atmosphere); the Rule 
promotes even a sort of ecumenism (the encounter 
and welcoming hospitality in a common house).

Etymologically, all of those words have a com-
mon root, the Greek word oikos meaning home, 
family. It is an environment in stark contrast to the 
“non lieu” (no places) of the French philosopher 
Marc Augé. The Rule describes the Carmelite com-
munity as a common home, a place in which we can 
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be ourselves, growing psychologically and spiritually. 
We can share our lives with the brothers and sisters 
and we can encounter God. 

Perhaps it is time that we, Carmelites of the 21st 
century, following the counsel of the Church, work 
with a broader sense of “common home” encompass-
ing our whole world; poor, mistreated and dirty as 
it is. As Pope Francis suggests to believers and non-
believers alike in Laudato Si’ (promulgated just four 
years ago), we have to work together in protecting 
our common home.

I am sure that this handbook will encourage, 
inform and help shape our Carmelite contribution 
to the whole area of Justice, Peace and Integrity of 
Creation. May Mary, our Mother and Sister, help and 
guide us in this noble, fascinating and stupendous 
challenge.

 
Fernando Millán Romeral, O.Carm.


